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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to communication filed on September 1 3, 201 0. 
Claims 13 and 15-17 are pending in the application and have been examined by the 
Examiner. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 13, 2010 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13 and 15-17 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are objected to because of the following informalities: Lack of 
clarity and precision. 

5. Claims 15 and 16 recite "from the storage medium". However, no storage 
medium is previously recited in claims 15 and 16 or the parent claim 13. Upon further 
examination, it appears this limitation should be removed from claims 15 and 16 or 
amended to recite "from a storage medium" or something of similar nature. The 
Examiner will interpret this limitation to be removed from claims 15 and 16, as it is 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,094 
Art Unit: 2622 



Page 3 



removed from claim 13 in the presently amended claims. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Logan et al. (US 2003/0093790) in view of Sato et al. (US 20030053380). 

Consider claim 13, Logan et al. teaches: 

An image processing apparatus (personal video recorder, figure 2, paragraphs 
0298 and 0299) comprising: 

a reproducing unit (playback control, 21 1 ) which reproduces one continuous 
video of a moving image ("controls the playback of stored video programming", 
paragraph 0302) for a predetermined reproduction time set in advance (A Scan button 
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is used to play a few seconds (i.e. a predetermined reproduction time set in advance) of 
a video segment (i.e. one continuous video of a moving image), paragraphs 0345.); and 

a determining unit which determines whether a first button ("Play button") is 
pressed during reproduction of the one continuous video of the moving by said 
reproducing unit ("A viewer could hit the Scan button and hit a Play button when a 
segment worth watching was presented", paragraph 0351 . In order for the personal 
video recorder to determine if the Play button is hit, there must be a determining unit.), 

wherein if the predetermined reproduction time set in advance (i.e. a few 
seconds) is passed from the start of reproduction of the one continuous video (i.e. first 
video segment) without said determining unit determining that the first button (Play 
button) is pressed, said reproducing unit stops reproducing the one continuous video of 
the moving image ("the scan button will play a few seconds of video from each listed 
video segment, moving from choice to choice until a selection is made", paragraph 
0345, lines 4-7. See also paragraph 0212.), and if said determining unit determines that 
the first button (Play button) is pressed before the predetermined reproduction time set 
in advance is passed from the start of reproduction of the one continuous video, said 
reproducing unit continues to reproduce the one continuous video of the moving image 
(i.e. the first video segment) up to the end thereof even if the predetermined 
reproduction time is passed and starts reproduction of another continuous video of a 
next moving image (i.e. a second video segment) which is not included in the one 
continuous video of the moving image reproduced up to the end thereof ("Upon hitting 
the Play button, the segment would start at the beginning of the segment", paragraph 
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0351 . Paragraph 0268 details that a playlist specifies the sequence in which program 
segments will be played back. Paragraph 0270 details that the playlist is comprised of 
extracts from a stored program, and that the extracts enable a user to view a shortened 
summary of the program. Therefore, it is clear that extracted video segments (i.e. 
continuous video segments) are continuously played.), and 

wherein said determining unit determines if a second button ("Next button") is 
pressed during the reproduction of the one continuous video of the moving image 
continued by said reproducing unit after said determining unit determines that the first 
button is pressed before the predetermined reproduction time is passed, and if the 
second button is so pressed said reproducing unit terminates the continued 
reproduction of the one continuous video of the moving image and then starts 
reproduction of said another continuous video of the next moving image which is not 
included in the one continuous video of the moving image which the reproduction unit 
terminates to reproduce in response to the press of the second button (The Next button 
gives the user the ability to skip to the next segment (i.e. next moving image) without 
having to toggle on the index display, paragraph 0342. See also paragraph 0268.). 

However, Logan et al. does not explicitly teach that the one continuous video is 
reproduced from a start thereof. 

Sato et al. similarly teaches a scan playback mode for reproducing a video 
(paragraph 0004). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Logan et al., Sato et al. teaches that that 
the one continuous video is reproduced from a start thereof (See figure 4, paragraph 
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01 20. The scan playback time "A" begins at the start of the continuous video segment 
"B".). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have the one continuous moving video taught by Logan et 
al. reproduced from the start thereof as taught by Sato et al. for the benefit of providing 
a flexible scan playback with extremely high accuracy that makes it possible to enhance 
the convenience of the user or the like (Sato et al., paragraph 0121). 

Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 13 above, Logan et al. further teaches 
a display unit ("television screen display", paragraph 0301) which displays the moving 
image reproduced by said reproducing unit (Figures 3-5 illustrate screen layout 
displays, paragraph 001 1 . Paragraph 0319 details the display of "the video picture".), 

wherein said display unit displays the one continuous video of the moving image 
reproduced by said reproducing unit even after the predetermined reproduction time is 
passed, if said determining unit determines that the first button is pressed before the 
predetermined reproduction time is passed from the start of reproduction of the one 
continuous video ("Upon hitting the Play button, the segment would start at the 
beginning of the segment", paragraph 0351 . Paragraph 0268 details that a playlist 
specifies the sequence in which program segments will be played back. Paragraph 
0270 details that the playlist is comprised of extracts from a stored program, and that 
the extracts enable a user to view a shortened summary of the program. Therefore, it is 
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clear that extracted video segments (i.e. continuous video segments) are continuously 
played.). 

Consider claim 16, and as applied to claim 13 above, Logan et al. further teaches 
a video signal output unit ("television screen display", paragraph 0301) which outputs 
the moving image reproduced by said reproducing unit (Figures 3-5 illustrate screen 
layout displays, paragraph 001 1 . Paragraph 031 9 details the display of "the video 
picture".), wherein 

said video signal output unit outputs the one continuous video of the moving 
image reproduced by said reproducing unit even after the predetermined reproduction 
time is passed, if said determining unit determines that the first button is pressed before 
the predetermined reproduction time is passed from the start of reproduction of the one 
continuous video ("Upon hitting the Play button, the segment would start at the 
beginning of the segment", paragraph 0351. Paragraph 0268 details that a playlist 
specifies the sequence in which program segments will be played back. Paragraph 
0270 details that the playlist is comprised of extracts from a stored program, and that 
the extracts enable a user to view a shortened summary of the program. Therefore, it is 
clear that extracted video segments (i.e. continuous video segments) are continuously 
played.). 
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9. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Logan et 
al. in view of Sato et al. as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Allen (US 
6,529,233). 

Consider claim 17, and as applied to claim 13 above, the combination of Logan 
et al. and Sato et al. does not explicitly teach that the image processing apparatus 
includes a digital camera or a digital video camera. 

Allen similarly teaches an image processing device (set top box, STB, 502, 
figures 5 and 6) connected to a television display (TV, 202, figure 5). 

However, in addition to the teachings of the combination of Logan et al. and Sato 
et al., Allen teaches that the image processing apparatus (502) includes a digital 
camera or a digital video camera ("the camera 208 and microphone 209 are disposed 
within a STB 502", column 8, lines 53-58, column 9, lines 7-9. The camera (208) is a 
digital camera, column 4, line 66 through column 5, line 4.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include a digital video camera as taught by Allen in the 
image processing apparatus taught by the combination of Logan et al. and Sato et al. 
for the benefit of enabling reliable videoconferencing (Allen, column 1, lines 52-62). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALBERT H. CUTLER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Albert H Cutler/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



